Maine Conference Disaster Ministries Annual Report – 2026
It has been a very busy year for the Disaster Ministries Team. We have provided information to the Mid-Week News many times over the last year. Most of the articles and tips related to what to do in the various seasons to be ready for an emergency. We also had an article earlier this summer about when to move Sunday service out of the sanctuary due to heat.
One of the programs we work on is CWS (Church World Service) kit collection. Pam Burnham coordinates the pick up location with CWS and gets the information out to the churches. That information also includes information about $250 matching grants from the National UCC setting so that churches can afford to make more kits. As of the end of June the Conference had contributed: 15 Kids kits, 125 Period Packs, 144 Hygiene kits, and 10 Clean-up buckets. The total currently is 294 kits sent to CWS.
We answered the call for assistance in North Carolina after significant and devastating damage from Hurricane Helene in 2024. Late last fall the UCC High Point UCC in Vilas, NC became ready to accept work teams just before winter weather set in. Due to the lateness of the season, their first work team arrived in March. It was our Maine Conference Disaster Ministries team in conjunction with the Katahdin Association work team led by Disaster Ministries members Bruce and Pam Burnham. The team spent a week working on 2 houses that sustained significant damage from Helene. The team was present for the blessing of the work team housing site at High Point, UCC along with National Global Hope liaison, Katie Howe, Minister of Disaster Response and Recovery. It was a holy moment for al who attended the service.
Though the Maine Conference Disaster Ministries Team is generally focused on long-term recovery, we have the ability to step up at a moment’s notice. This happened right here at home in May of this year. We have 3 members who are well versed in providing ministerial support during times of crisis. We also have 2 folks who are connected to Maine VOAD and Cumberland EMA. Within 30 minutes we were receiving status updates and were “on-call” through Maine VOAD, where we are members. Later that afternoon, our CDRC (Conference Disaster Response Coordinator) Sue was taking calls from folks who had called the Conference Office seeking comfort and support. In the days after the fire we also reached out to several of our churches in the general Searsmont area to find out if there were needs that the Team could help with.
      	This fall we are hoping to start up an Emotional & Spiritual Care Team here in Maine based on the Team at National. We are blessed that one of our Team members, Jackie Thornton, is a member of the National Team. Our other members include Jack Lacey, Bruce Burnham, Pam Burnham, Harry Marsters and Sue Burgess, CDRC. 
	If you are interested in joining the Disaster Ministries Team, please stop by our table at Annual Meeting, join our workshop or send an email to: disasterministry@maineucc.org.

Respectfully submitted,
Sue Burgess, CDRC
