ACADEMY FOR CONGREGATIONAL LIFE AND LEADERSHIP (ACLL)

PILGRIM PATH TO THE FUTURE

FALL 2010

“I’m on a journey of a lifetime guided by God’s open arms.”  Academy Student

How can the Maine Conference support deepening faith experience
 in individuals and congregations in Maine?

How can the discernment of spiritual gifts and the emergence of leaders in local congregations be supported by the Conference?

How can we work together as a network of vibrant, alive churches, 
spreading the Word of the Still-Speaking God
 in northern New England in the 21st century?

Curious, spiritually hungry individuals who are eager to learn and serve are encouraged to become participants in this program offered by the Maine Conference United Church of Christ, Commission for Spiritual Life.
A new class will begin in the fall of 2010.  The core program will take place over two years with an optional third year to pursue an individual area of interest.  In the classroom or retreat setting, home congregation, Association and Annual Meeting gatherings, approximately one monthly through the school year, participants will deepen their involvement in and understanding of the church of the present, while learning about the past and looking toward the future.

Areas of Study

Using seminary and local Conference teaching resources, a community of learning will form as the following topics are explored:

The Bible

Worship/Liturgy

Theology

Ethics

Congregational Life – learning and growing in community

UCC History and Polity

Leadership

Spiritual Formation

Social Justice

Stewardship of Creation

The Academy program supports the faith journey of each student, offering encouragement to live out one’s faith as congregational participant and/or leader.  Academy participation can help prepare persons seeking licensure or other forms of authorize ministry through local Associations.  Persons considering seminary education can ‘test the waters’ in this program.

“There a vision of fellowship here that I would like to have in my church.”  Academy Student

Location

Most classes will be held at the Bangor Theological Seminary campus in Bangor.  Retreats will be held at the Living Water Spiritual Center in Winslow.

Cost

Tuition fees will be $800 per year, shared by the participant and local congregation.  Some scholarship help may be available from the Maine Conference.  Car pooling will be strongly encouraged.

For more information or to request a complete application packet, contact

Peggy Wolfe Dunn

Academy Director

At 207-841-3027

Or meUCCacademy@gmail.com
“The Academy has exceeded my expectations in every way!  Each session has been a spiritual journey.  So much learned.  So much shared.  And the journey has just begun!  I have learned so much and, personally feel so much more confident about sharing it with my congregation.  The best part is that it was all shared with my new family in Christ.”     Academy Student
Joined in community, treasured and fed,

May we discover gifts in each other,

Willing to lead and be led.
Brian Wren, We Are Your People, 
New Century Hymnal, #309

